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A crossroads

There is a simple argument for forcing the BLM
to come to their Area Management Plan (AMP)
numbers, and it is grounded in the BLM Mission
Statement. “There’s no feed in the Trail Springs
basin,” Ron said. “No feed. It's not coming back when
the first raindrops hit the ground. It's going to erode.
There's nothing to keep that from happening. And
what happens if we have a cold, dry winter?

“You have to understand. We came into this by
accident. We were looking for sulfur crystals and
we come over that hill and, whew! We found this
mess,” he said. “In March of this year, everybody
knew they were going to have to take their cows
home early, Everybody knew that the waterholes
were dry. Everybody knew that it was a drought year.
Everybody knew that. How come the BLM didn't
know that? Why didn't they run those horses in
March before the foals were born, before the country
burned up? Those horses didn't die of salmonella.
They died of thirst, and they died of starvation. The
BLM was supposed to take care of them. But they
didn't. Don't forget that.”

The BLM has the responsibility to manage and
protect the horses. That being said, the horses of the
Jackson Mountain allotment get so out of control
that by the BLM's admission, they “ate brush and the
manure of other horses to survive.”

‘TthLMlsbcmgnnpedcdbyso-caﬂndadvocacy
groups from making proactive ent decisions
and implementing d'ncm, said Boyd Spratling, D.V.M,
rancher, and past president of the chndx Cattlemen's
Association, “and until we can stop legal action by
them, this situation falls squarely on their shoulders in
my mind. The very people that claim to care the most
about those horses were actually the ones driving the

A month after the gathering, the horses
appear to be adjusting to abundant hay and water.
A total of 178 of the 990 horses removed from the
Jacksons died at the Palomino Valley facility.

death nail in their coffin. They don't understand what
the consequences are or the dynamics of the resource
and what can happen on & drought year. Mother
Nature takes a harvest whether it be through fires and
the tough winter that follows, or drought or whatever
the reason, and it's usually a very ugly situation.”

At the next advisory board meeting, Spratling will
highlight to the advocacy groups what happened on
the Jackson Mountain allotment and why it hap-
pened. And they have to get past saying, “Well, if it
wasn't for the cows, everything would have been fine.”

“In this situation, where the horses had very little
water, the cows were removed and the horses still had
problems,” he said. “If you care shout the free-roam-
ing horse and a healthy band of horses, you have to
be an advocate for keeping the horses at appropri-
ate management levels and that means harvesting a
certain percentage of those horses to maintain the
numbers and not let them get out of control like they
did in the Jacksons.”

Nearly 200 horses, and wildlife in numbers we can
only guess at, did not survive the summer of 2007.
“We hm to think about the long-term manage-
ment,” Spratling said, “and not be bogged down by
th:cats of lawsuits and those sorts of things that keep ~
us from managing properly. If the BLM had had the

flexibility to gather like the rancher did with his cows
to do what was necessary as it was necessary instead
of being delayed in m: that decision, we could
manage past this stuff. That's the problem we on the
advisory board face. We have to give the BLM the
latitude to manage the horses. Let us come up with
2 management plan that is sustainable through good
years and bad years."

The future of the Jackson Mountain herd of
wild horses hinges on a collective commitment to
resolve differences. The job must be done correct
Management is the key for their survival, which ci:cn
applies to the management for the whole of all herds
of wild horses. The benefits will radiate out to wild-
life, livestock, to the land itself, As it is now, frustra-
tion is the emotion we share. We look into wilderness
and are content knowing it exists, though we may not
be able to exist in it. The wild horse lets us touch that
wilderness, lets us experience a life beyond the four
walls of industry or office or apartment. We can't for-
get the ones that died at Trail Springs.

“We have made a mistake with the Jackson Mountain
horses,” Bolstad said. “We can never let this happen
again, and I think everybody will acknowledge that.”

Reach Linda Hussa at Ihussa@frontiernet.net.
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